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Front cover:  
A thank you social media post to just one of the many 
local businesses that supported Seymour FM’s Granite 

Park Transmitter Tower rebuild fundraiser. Avenel 
Meats dedicated their doggy bone donation tin to 
Seymour FM for a number of months and raised 

$436.75.



2020-2021	Commi*ee	of	Management	

Thank	you	to	our	volunteer	commi*ee.
Name Position

Ian McOwan President

Greg Sharp Vice President

Jan Kennedy Secretary

Cynthia Lim Acting Treasurer

David Clarey Ordinary Member

Hank Kreemers Ordinary Member

Roger Lawrence Ordinary Member
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Pictured: We managed a face-to-face 2020 AGM in challenging Covid 



President’s	Report		
What have we just been through? Undoubtedly a tough year for many, and inconvenient 
for others. But what is true is that no person, no business, no organisation, no charity, 
escaped the carnage caused by COVID-19. 


Early in the onset of the pandemic it became clear that not only were community radio 
stations considered an “essential service” but we were better positioned than our 
commercial counterparts to provide up to date information, and information specific to 
our region and the towns around us. 


For Seymour FM it meant continuing to operate while abiding by the myriad of conditions 
that were imposed on everyone. But we rallied to the cause and quickly established our 
own guidelines that aimed to keep us on air and with as much live and local content as 
we could muster .. and we did. 


We suffered too. The relocation to new premises at Pollard Street were delayed, not only 
because we became occupied with the pandemic, but also because of the impact on 
Mitchell Shire operations. Any chance of our completing the Planning Permit and MSC 
processing it were scuttled. So it became substantially delayed and only recently 
submitted. 


The good news was that the ideas of Hank Kreemers and Greg Sharp for the 
construction, or perhaps that should be major modification, of a new transmitting facility 
were realised. Many hours were spent on a shipping container’s refurbishment and 
eventual electronic fit out. It was a total success, and we can’t forget the many 
individuals, commercial businesses, and other supporters who rallied to the cause. Thank 
you. Elsewhere in this report you’ll find the advertisement that appeared in the local 
newspaper (Seymour Telegraph) and elsewhere. 


I’ve had my own personal issues to deal with this year and realised that it’s time for a 
change. So as of this Annual General Meeting I will be resigning as President and passing 
on the reigns to someone new. It’s a demanding task at times and always with something 
to do, and so I wish the incumbent every success in their venture. To the current and past 
committee members I also give thanks. For without good discussion, ideas, and 
challenging me at times, the job would have been more difficult. 


So for me the focus will continue to be on the technical support operations, and some 
dilly dallying in the programming area. There are some other personal issues in play but 
for now and to quote one of my favourite Doug Parkinson songs “I’ll Be Around”. 


Ian McOwan  
Outgoing President 
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Program	Manager’s	Report		
2021 was not much different to the previous year with interruptions from Covid-19 
causing some presenters to miss shows from time to time. The most affected area was 
our Outside Broadcast’s (OB) with most if not all being cancelled along with Basketball 
and limited football taking place. 


We participated in the Victorian Seniors Festival Reimagined in October 2020 supplied by 
the Department of Families, Fairness, and Housing, this proved to be very successful due 
to an abundance of material we were able to continue programs through to the end of 
November. 


One OB we were able to sneak in, between lockdowns was in Heathcote at Palling 
Brothers coordinated by Montville Lane Sessions. Five hours of live original music from 
the best emerging talent across the Central region VIC. We were able to feature our young 
presenters as MC’s and much thanks to Serena Wilson and Callum Watson plus the OB 
team.


Also this reporting period we unfortunately saw the departure of our programme 
scheduler, sports cafe presenter and football/basketball panel operator Robert Rickard, 
who had been with the station for approximately ten years, this has been a big loss to the 
station and I would like to take this opportunity to thank Robert for all his work and 
commitment during this time as 90% was behind the scenes. 


The aim for the remainder of 2021 and into 2022 is to inject some new shows from the 
Community Radio Network and train some new hopeful presenters, Covid permitting. 


In closing I would also like to commend Hank Kreemers and his band of merry men and 
Ian McOwan for their work in restoring the Granite Park transmitter site so we are able to 
broadcast to the wider community again. May 2022 be kinder to us all.

 


Greg Sharp  
Programming Manager 
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Callum Watson & Serena Wilson representing Seymour FM



Sports	Report	

Once again in 2021 Covid had a significant impact on the sports department, but unlike 
2020 we were able to complete ten GVFNL games before the 2021 season was 
cancelled. 


Unfortunately, basketball wasn't as fortunate and the season was cancelled. The shining 
light was the inclusion of our newest members to the team in Casper McLeod and Paul 
Cox who helped out with special comments and the occasional go at calling, both gained 
valuable experience and hopefully both will continue on next season.


As always a big thank-you to the regulars in Greg Liddell his knowledge of the game is 
second to none, and the behind the scenes pushing the buttons and setting up and pack 
down team in Hank Kreemers and Ian McOwan.  


Greg Sharp 
Sports Coordinator 
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Celebrating International Women’s Day in March 2021. We asked some of our 
female presenters what community radio meant to them.



Sponsorship	&	Fundraising	Coordinator’s	Report	
Despite the extremely difficult circumstances faced by the overall Victorian business and 
retail community, our sponsorship level only fell slightly compared to last year. Many of 
our sponsors have done it very tough and pursuit of new sponsors has been a challenge 
considering the lack of trade possible during this period. There were a few new sponsors 
who joined us and we welcome them to our radio family. Please see the list of our 
sponsors.


During this reporting period much effort was placed into the fundraising component of 
this role which has not occurred before. We needed to raise funds for the Granite Park 
transmission tower rebuild and went about setting up the GiveNow donation platform and 
also placed transparent, acrylic donation boxes around Seymour. We are in absolute awe 
at the show of support we received throughout 2020 and 2021 to get our transmission 
tower rebuilt. The list of in-kind goods and services has been noted elsewhere in this 
report but I would also like to extend my thanks to all the generous businesses who 
supported us.


We wish to make special acknowledgement and offer our thanks to the following 
supporters; Mitchelton Wines, Nagambie Brewery, Board Games and Battlegrounds, 
Focus Cards, EMFM, OneFM, Seymour Goulburn Lions Club, Seymour Agricultural and 
Pastoral Society, Doug’s Hot bread and BEAM Mitchell Environment Group and Rotary 
Club of Seymour. Overall we set a target of $50,000 and reached 84% of the target, this 
amount included two grants from ARTC and Cherry Tree Wind Farm. At that stage the 
committee of Seymour FM decided to cease the fundraiser once our insurance claim 
value was known. 


For the first time we placed donation boxes around Seymour and these were regularly 
filled with lose change that amounted to generous dollars and we sincerely thank 
O’Keefe’s IGA Plus Liquor, Seymour Kebab House, Meraki Hair & Beauty, Cafe Beanito’s, 
Blues Central Coffee Shop and Rook’s Pizza & Diner for giving us counter space. Special 
thanks also goes to Ferguson Plarre for their pie fundraiser, The Brewers Table for their 
hash-brown fundraiser, Baba’s Kitchen for their dine-in fundraiser and Avenel Meats for 
their doggy bone tin fundraiser. Thanks to Roger Lawrence who handled the distribution, 
collection and banking for this project. 
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                        Donation box fundraiser messages. 



Community Service Announcements for a discounted rate or free continue to be offered 
to our community. These special messages for community based programs and services 
were sparse during this reporting period as so much was postponed or cancelled. We 
hope this situation changes in 2022. Work in setting up an online request form and 
guidelines for these requests were fine tuned during 2021. 


We look forward to growing our sponsorship base when better days return and more 
financial confidence is experienced by in our community. 


Cynthia Lim 
Sponsorship and Fundraising Coordinator  
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Just some of our valued station sponsors as displayed on our website. 

The full listing of sponsors from 2020-2021 appears on page 20.



Technical	Services	Report	
No matter what happens every year there are always challenges to meet in the technical 
area. It’s not only dealing with the current equipment, its maintenance, its repair, and 
sometimes enhancements, but also with the future, what do we need, and how much it 
will cost. 


Fortunately Seymour FM is well placed to meet the challenges despite those irritating 
inconveniences along the way – COVID-19. We have the technical skills – me, ably 
assisted by Hank Kreemers. Joining the team is David Clarey who brings I.T. skills to the 
game – welcome. 


The big project for the year was the rebuilding of our transmission facility after the demise 
of our old one caused by burglary and arson. Borne from an idea of Hank’s to use a 
shipping container, the rebuild was started, a container purchased, and the refurbishment 
by Hank began. We are grateful for the assistance provided by other volunteers, and the 
generous donations from individuals, businesses, and other supporters. I got to plan the 
electronics that are needed to beam our signal far and wide, and to install and configure 
it. 


While our contractors were installing the new antenna cable all the way up the tower, they 
discovered a number of loose bolts, loose guy wires, and other issues. Winter has 
precluded us from fixing this issue but the maintenance needed should begin soon. 


A problem that has been around since before the fire and resurfaced when we 
commissioned the new transmission facility was what I called ‘gurgling’. You may have 
heard it at times, the sound becomes garbled and becomes a bit like gurgling water. We 
have chased this problem for a long time with all manner of theories, tests, and 
adjustments to determine its cause. Yet despite our best detective work and consultation 
with our peers it continued to elude us until just recently. We discovered that the problem 
was caused by a bad firmware level in two of the four microwave dishes that provide our 
link from the studio to the facility. So it wasn’t caused by us – yay! 


Aging equipment is always a concern. Many of our PC’s including those I donated some 
years ago are at the end of their life. They still work, but just! In the coming months we’ll 
determine what to replace them with. It used to be a world of desktop PC’s but now there 
are other platforms to choose from, for example NUC’s. These are small units, typically 
12-15cm square and only 4-6cm high, yet contain most of the technology we need. They 
also save space! 


Similarly there are other items of equipment getting “a bit long in the tooth”. These 
include the Tascam media player and our CD players. We’ll work out what we need in the 
coming months and a budget request submitted to the Committee of Management. 


Finally, we expect to get our Planning Permit approval for the new premises at Pollard 
Street soon (near Chittick Park). Once the lease is signed and we get the keys the 
relocation can begin. While there is some construction and sound proofing work to be
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done – not by us techy’s, the strategy for relocating our studio equipment will be 
determined soon. The challenge will be to “make the switch” between sites as seamless 
as possible with no disruption to our on air presence. It is exciting to have most of the 
equipment needed to setup an additional studio (Studio 2) thanks to a grant provided by 
the Community Broadcasting Foundation. 

The emphasis in the coming six months will be the relocation but we won’t lose track of 
the maintenance requirements and replacement equipment that is needed to sustain our 
operations. There is much work to be done – so if you have an interest in Audio 
Broadcasting, Electronics, I.T. or perhaps you’re happy to assist in other ways, please let 
us know. We’re here to help you enhance your credentials and experience for your future. 


Ian McOwan 
Technical Services Manager 
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Wiring and stuff - setting up the new transmitter at Granite 
Park.  Ian McOwan above & Hank Kreemers right.



Treasurer’s	Report	and	Statements	
Our income at end of financial year was $152,878.00 which was a pleasing end to the 
most challenging of times our community has endured over the past 18 months as 
Covid-19 has affected a large proportion of our sponsorship base. Overall expenditure 
was $53,110.00 which left us with a net surplus of $99,768.00 


We had an extremely successful fundraising campaign using GiveNow which is Australia's 
most innovative giving platform that aims to increase donations to community causes, 
help people become better givers, and provide a payment solutions hub for all not-for-
profits. We learnt about this platform in previous years by attending a Mitchell Shire 
volunteers event. The generosity of our community shone with large individual and 
business donations coming in from the local community and even from across the state. 
The ability to process credit cards via GiveNow and cash payments directly at GMCU 
bank branches was an enormous help. We need to thank the GMCU for facilitating this 
across their branches to allow more people to donate to us. 


The one day radio-thon instigated by OneFM in Shepparton also fed into the GiveNow 
platform. With this tremendous outpouring of support from the community we were able 
to pay for the rebuild of Granite Park without the need to reduce our bank balance or 
borrow any funds. It has humbled Seymour FM greatly to have received such generous 
donations of goods and services from local businesses which has also greatly reduced 
the overall rebuild costs. Eventually the insurance claim was met and the total insurance 
recovery amount was $61,781.00 which leaves SeymourFM in a good financial position. 


Due to the positive bank balance Seymour FM has been able to offer large reductions in 
business sponsorships to many who have shown signs of great financial duress during 
Covid-19. This decision was made in order to keep these loyal sponsors on board when 
better days return and as we are in a good financial position to do this and return the 
support. 


Three significant grants were received during the reporting period. ARTC $4,000 and 
Cherry Tree Wind Farm $5,000 to assist in the Granite Park transmission tower rebuild. 
These amounts have been received. One outstanding grant remains from the Community 
Broadcasting Foundation (CBF) for two Covid-19 quick response grants. We have been 
informed we were successful however these two grants of $5,918 and $2,900 have not 
been paid as we have an outstanding grant which requires acquittal prior to new grant 
monies being issued. 


The membership renewal system has improved and payments received for memberships 
has increased significantly. 


Cynthia Lim  
Acting Treasurer  
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Image of donation messages sent during the radio-thon.



ACCOUNTANTS’ REVIEW AND 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 


2020-2021 FINANCIAL YEAR
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Significant Changes  

An insurance claim was made during the finanancial year totalling $61, 781. This is an extraordinary item 
and expenditure will be reflected in the Assets and Liabilities Statement in the Equipment line.  
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Sponsors and Supporters of Seymour FM 

Seymour FM would like to thank our sponsors for their generous support during the last 
twelve months. The impact of Covid-19 has caused so much angst for so many 
businesses. To the sponsors that continued their sponsorship it has meant so much to 
the team at Seymour FM.
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OUR VALUED SPONSORS	
1800 Hose Van Mitchell Shire Council

All Engines M-Mart 

Arnie Roscoe Tree Clearing Personnel Group

ARTC Inland Rail (Ikon) Primary Care Connect

Autopro Seymour (Bapcor Retail) O’Keefe’s IGA Plus Liquor

AWF Sheet Metal Rural Tanks and Garden Beds

Bailey’s Funeral Services Seymour Mini Mix

Baba’s Kitchen Rob Ferris Electrics

Beer Auto Group Rooks Pizza & Diner

Brenmak Industries Seymour Central Vets

Cafe Beanitos Seymour Kebab House

Caris Care Spots & Space - Level crossing

Cherry Tree Wind Farm Seymour Timber and Hardware

Cottonfields Stihl Shop

Goulburn Murray Credit Union Tallarook Farmers Market

GVR Quarry The Centre for Continuing Education

Joyce Automotive The Harely Club of Victoria

Karvel Automotive The Royal Hotel

Mayfair Drapes and Blinds Trawool Estate

Marshall Batteries Uniting Vic Tas

Meraki Hair and Beauty Victorian Seniors Festival

Mitchell Irrigation Yea Racing Club
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